
ance of struggling students followed by intensive, short-term, in-class 
intervention for students determined to be at-risk, and ongoing meas-
urement of progress. Curriculum based measurement (CBM) meth-
ods are highly recommended for tracking progress, predicting im-
provement, and determining when an intervention has either proven 
successful or necessitates a change to another research-based inter-
vention. Information and valuable tools for CBM are available on Jim 
Wright’s website, www.interventioncentral.org, where teachers can 
download and print ready-to-use forms and graphs to measure or 
track a student’s progress. Tier Two of RTI involves time-limited 
trials of intensive prevention and remediation strategies, either 
group-based or individually tailored. Educational specialists work to-
gether with general educators using either a standard protocol or a 
problem-solving approach. After an agreed trial period, such as six 
weeks, the team reconvenes to evaluate progress. Tier Three is im-
plemented if the student has not attained the documented bench-
marks and anticipated growth (poor RTI), and a referral to a multidis-
ciplinary team is made to determine eligibility for special education 
services, or find evidence of a specific learning disability. 

How will this benefit schools? Teams will have alternative assessment 
options beyond the traditional norm-referenced tests currently relied 
on for eligibility decisions. Monitoring and goal setting will be ongoing, 
and referrals for psychoeducational evaluations will decrease. The 
process of identification will be more reliable if it is based on multiple 
measures gathered over a span of time. Schools may also find a de-
crease in children identified with learning disabilities who become 
eligible to be discharged from receiving special education services 
within a short period after identification, leading to the question of 
whether the child was ever truly handicapped—or whether research-
based intervention may have been the true fix. RTI may also lead to 
selection of curriculum materials with increased emphasis on re-
search-based instructional methods. School psychologists will be key 
members of teams determining and supporting Tier Two interven-
tions, assisting teams with the development and implementation of 
assessment activities within Tier Three, and providing training and 
evaluation activities to support all levels of the model.  

Is RTI perfect? Current models for screening and intervention have 
been developed for early elementary level reading and decoding; 
however, screening tools and interventions are lacking for the six 
other areas of educational disability, and middle and high school levels 
are not likely to implement RTI. The presence of a processing deficit, 
(the emphasis within the definition of a specific learning disability), and 
the RTI model are not aligned, and the neurological basis of a learning 
disability is ignored. Highly controversial is the question of who or 
what defines scientifically-based or research-based instruction. It is 
unclear who is responsible for ensuring that teachers are trained to 
correctly implement the curriculum. No standard criteria has been 
established to determine whether an intervention is successful; teams 
may decide to use local norms, or propose self-designed guidelines. 
Staff training is needed, and school psychologists may require addi-
tional training in curriculum to effectively support the model. 

Overall, RTI has the potential to provide teams with a valuable tool 
to improve the quality of decisions regarding interventions, and may 
also result in improved resources and supports for teachers when 
help is needed for struggling students. 

For information on training, visit the Association of Specialists in the 
Assessment of Intellectual Functioning website at 
http://www.asaif.net/. 

Kathy Trumbull, M.Ed. 
NCES School Psychologist 
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Sue Gradual from the 
Old Mill Studio works 
with Hillside School 
staff during the ses-
sion American Folk 
Art in the Classroom. 

Blanche Milligan 
representing North-
east Cultural Coop 
was one many of the 
exhibitors. Blanche 
provided copies of 
the recently devel-
oped curriculum on 
the Portsmouth 
Peace Treaty. 

Mark Rangonese 
looks on as teachers 
in his Hammers & 
Nails, Sticks & 
Stones class take full 
advantage of the 
space in the  
Industrial Arts shop. 

In Deborah Stuart’s 
session on the visual 
mapping software 
Inspiration®, atten-
dees paired up to 
practice with the 
application. 

As part of Brenda 
Bray’s It Takes a 
Village session, 
these Lancaster 
School students 
performed a piece 
that was developed 
from student writing 
in response to the 
Sept 11 attacks. 

Many thanks to all those who helped make this one of the 
most successful NCPDD conferences to date! 

 

i.4.See Technical Assistance  
Having difficulty with submitting BOY 
and EOY files? NCES can help.  Contact 
Paula Churchill at 466-5437 or 
paula@ncedservices.org about contract-
ing through NCES for onsite technical 
assistance on filtering information from 
your student management systems for   
SASID data submission. 

North Country CIA 

The NH School Administrator Associa-
tion has created five regional Curricu-
lum, Instruction & Assessment (CIA) 
groups. The North Country CIA meet-
ings are held in Whitefield. Curriculum, 
assessment and instructional decision 
makers interested in participating should 
contact Dr. Dean Cascadden at dcascad-
den@sau36.org. 

Lori Langlois, M.Ed.  
Matt Treamer, M.Ed. 
Co-Directors, NCES PD Center 
lori@ncedservices.org 
matt@ncedservices.org 
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Professional Development Center News 

Did you know students are 
required to create digital 
portfolios by the end of 8th 
grade? 
All of the NH School Minimum Standards 
were updated and became effective in July 
2005. The Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICT) Literacy Standards are 
contained within the School Minimum Stan-
dards. As part of these ICT Standards, 
schools must provide opportunities for stu-
dents to demonstrate ICT competency by 
the end of 8th grade using assessment ru-
brics applied to the contents of a digital 
portfolio. Students must create digital port-
folios which address the following compo-
nents: 

1. Basic operations and concepts 
2. Social, ethical, and human issues 
3. Technology productivity tools 
4. Technology communications tools 
5. Technology research tools 
6. Technology problem solving and decision-

making tools 
 
The portfolios must also represent profi-
cient, ethical, responsible use of 21st cen-
tury tools within the context of the core 
subjects and include, at a minimum, such 
digital artifacts as: 1. Standardized tests; 2. 
Observation; 3. Student work and; 4. Com-
ments describing a student’s reflection on 
his/her work. 

Proactive teachers looking for professional 
development to improve their technology 
skills may want to consider enrolling in 
NCES’ upcoming course, Essential Tech-
nology Skills for the 21st Century Class-
room: Tools for Meeting the ICT Literacy 
Standards. The course begins in January. 
You can learn more about the ICT Literacy 
Standards by visiting: 
nheon.org/oet/standards/ICTLiteracy.htm 

Promoting excellence in education for school administrative units and their learning communities through cost-effective collaboration. 

Response to 
Intervention 

Supporting Students and 
Teachers Using Early Interven-

tion for Struggling Students  

A new buzz word is slowly infiltrating edu-
cational settings—RTI—no, not Radical 
Testing Initiative, but Response to Inter-
vention. It is a model for implementing 
research-based instruction, monitoring 
progress, and making decisions based on a 
child’s response to the intervention. If this 
sounds familiar, it is the former Pre-
referral Intervention Process, which origi-
nated with PL94-142 in 1975. Since that 
time schools have implemented this model 
with widely differing levels of commitment. 
Struggling students frequently experience 
inconsistent application of interventions 
without measurement of results, vague 
outlines for procedural steps prior to re-
ferral for special education evaluation, and 
inconsistency regarding lapsed time. A 
child might be “monitored” for one month 
or two years, or be retained, before a 
decision was made to refer for evaluation, 
depending on many variables and the pol-
icy within a school. 

In IDEA 2004, the President’s Commission 
on Excellence in Special Education has 
developed a new policy stating, “that the 
LEA shall not be required to take into 
consideration whether the child has a se-
vere discrepancy between achievement 
and intellectual ability,” a practice that has 
served to deny children eligibility for spe-
cial education, based on a rigid use of sta-
tistical significance. The Commission fur-
ther stated, “In determining whether a 
child has a specific learning disability, a 
local educational agency may use a process 
which determines if a child responds to 
scientific, research-based intervention.” 

RTI is based on a three-tier model. Tier 
One involves screening academic perform-

Continued on back... 

(L-R) Profile Asst. Principal Mike Kelly, SAU 
68 Supt. Michael Cosgriff, SAU 36 Dir. of 
Curr. & Instruction Elise Thomas, Co-
Director NCES PD Center Lori Langlois, 
SAU 36 Supt. Dr. Dean Cascadden, and 
(front) SAU 36 Dir. of Special Services Marie 
Fay at a recent North Country Curriculum, 
Instruction and Assessment meeting. 
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Instructor: Paula Churchill, Technology 
Integrator 

Dates/time: 4:00 to 7:30 on the following 
dates: 

Tuesday, January 10, 2006 
Tuesday, January 24, 2006 
Tuesday, February 7, 2006 
Tuesday, March 14, 2006 
Tuesday, March 28, 2006 
Tuesday, April 11, 2006 
Tuesday, May 2, 2006 
Tuesday, May 16, 2006 

For: K-12 teachers.   

Cost: Members $100, Associates $125, Non-
Members $150 

Meals: A meal will be provided at all sessions.  
NCES may not be able to accommodate special 
dietary requirements. 

Credit: An optional three graduate credits will 
be available through Plymouth State University 
for an additional cost of $125/credit plus $25 
PSU registration fee for a total of $400 (in-
state residents). 

Interested in becoming a more effective 
classroom teacher by utilizing technology to 
benefit student achievement?  Learn how to 
integrate technology in a “stress free” 
atmosphere.  Educators from kindergarten 
though high school are invited to attend. 

Course Topics: 

• Tips and tricks to streamline your skills 
• Excel: basics plus filtering, sorting and 

graphing 
• PowerPoint: interactive presentations 
• MovieMaker: making movies to document 

classroom activities and use with students 
 
Prerequisite: You must have basic skills in 
saving files, emailing  and navigating in the 
Windows operating system. 
 
Please contact Paula Churchill at 466-5437 with 
any questions. To register, contact Becky Ring 
466-5437.  

Essential Technology 
Skills for the 21st 

Century Classroom: 
Tools for Meeting the  

ICT Literacy Standards 

Presenter: Wilson Reading System Trainer 

Date/Time: Please call for dates (waiting for confirmation on Dec. or January dates) 

Cost: Member School Staff $250/person, Associates $300, Nonmembers $350. 

Kits: Wilson Starter Set - optional, additional $165/kit 

Meals: Refreshments and lunch will be provided. NCES may not be able to accom-
modate special dietary requirements. 

Graduate Credit: One credit through Endicott College for an additional $150. 

The Wilson Reading System (WRS) is used with students in grades 2-12 and adults 
who have been unable to learn encoding and decoding through traditional basal meth-
ods, whole language or other phonics programs, or who require multisensory lan-
guage instruction to master the phonological coding system of the English language. 
This two-day overview provides an introduction to the Wilson Reading System. A 
Wilson Trainer describes general program concepts and provides instruction in the 
lesson plan format. 

DAY ONE 
• Description of Dyslexia 
• How to Identify Students 
• 10 Critical Points of the  

Wilson Reading System, including: 
• Systematic, Structured Teaching 
• Phonology 
• Phoneme Segmentation Training 
• Controlled Text 
• Repetition & Concept Weaving 
• Visual/ Auditory/ Kinesthetic/ 

Tactile Instruction 
 
 
 
 
Upon completion, participants are generally able to begin using the WRS. This work-
shop is the official prerequisite to further professional development with Wilson Lan-
guage Training. Participants are not considered trained in WRS and are not author-
ized to represent themselves as Wilson trained or charge fees for WRS tutoring. 

Wilson Reading System:  Two-Day Overview  

DAY TWO 
• Program Implementation 
• Pretesting 
• Notebook, Planbook 
• Lesson Plan Format – Part 1 
• Sound/Symbol Assoc. for Reading 
• New Concepts for Reading 
• Word List Reading / Error Diagnosis 
• Sentence Reading 
• Lesson Plan Format – Part 2 
• Sound/Symbol Assoc. for Spelling 
• New Concepts for Spelling 
• Written Instruction – Sound Drill 
• Sentence Dictation 
• Story Reading / Visualization 

Wilson Reading:  Fundations  

Presenter: Wilson Reading System Trainer 

Date/Time: March 27 & 28, 2006 from 9:00 to 3:00 

Cost: Member School Staff $250/person, Associates $300, Nonmembers $350. 

Kits: Fundation’s Teacher Kit is highly recommended, additional $340/kit 

Meals: Refreshments and lunch will be provided. NCES may not be able to 
accommodate special dietary requirements. 

Fundations is a systematic and explicit phonemic awareness, phonics and spelling 
program for the general education classroom that fits into your K-3 literacy block. 
Based upon Wilson Reading System principles, Fundations serves as a prevention 
and early intervention program to help reduce reading and spelling failure. The 30-
minute daily lessons provide a multisensory approach to teaching that benefits all 
your students. 
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Registration is required for all events by call 466-5437 or 800-268-5437 or emailing becky@ncedservices.org. 
All events are held at the NCES Professional Development Center, Gorham, NH unless otherwise noted.  

Interpretive reading, writing,  
and discussion for Grades K-12      

Instructor: Great Books Foundation Trainer 

Date/Time: November 15 & 16 from 9:00 to 3:00 

Cost: Members $200, Associates $225,  Non-members $250  

Course description: The Junior Great Books program com-
bines outstanding literature with thought-provoking interpretive 
activities and discussions to help students develop the skills 
essential to all learning: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 

The program's interpretive activities, which include prereading 
questions, notetaking, textual analysis, and writing projects, 
enable students to build steadily on their own ideas about a 
story. Shared inquiry discussion provides a forum for the ex-
change of these ideas, and students use evidence from the text 
to develop and refine their interpretations. The process turns 
reading into a search for meaning that challenges students to 
uncover the deeper meanings in a text. All students–from kin-
dergarten through high school, of all skill levels–can become 
better readers and thinkers with Junior Great Books. 

Facilitated by: Jill Norton of E-Rate Strategies  

Date/Time: November 7th, 2005 from 9:00 to 12:00   

Cost: Members $15, Associates $20, Non-Members $25 

The session will cover tips and all you need to know for 
applying for E-Rate. 

Applying for E-Rate  

Tech Tools for Schools  
Facilitated by: George Wiley of Single Source Group  

Date/Time: November 7th from 12:45pm to 3:30pm 

Lunch: Provided from 12:00 to 12:45   

Several new educational product lines will be introduced and 
demonstrated in this FREE session, including:  

• Z-Band: Distribution of broadband video over IBDN 
4800LX cabling.  This System is capable of simultaneously 
delivering high-speed data, IP telephony and multi-channel 
broadcast quality video 

• GTCG CalComp Electronic whiteboards, blue tooth 
wireless products, and Student Respond wireless 
transmitters 

• Cisco and Mitel Networking Equipment 
• New Tandberg Videoconferencing Products 

Facilitated by: Elise Lawson & John Severance  

Date/Time: November 16th from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Cost: Free 

Registration: Contact NCES to register. 

Watershed to Wildlife, Inc. is completing a four year study of 
vernal pools along the Connecticut River floodplain in the 
towns of Haverhill, Bath, Monroe, Littleton, Dalton, Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Stratford, Columbia, Colebrook, 
Stewartstown, Clarksville, & Pittsburg.  They have partnered 
with North Country Council and were funded by a “15 Mile 
Falls Mitigation and Enhancement” grant. As part of the grant, 
Watershed to Wildlife is holding a workshop for interested 
teachers. The workshop will be followed-up by a ‘hands-on’ 
session in a nearby vernal pool for each interested school in 
the spring of 2006. It is hoped that the schools continue to 
monitor these vernal pools into the future as part of their 
curriculum. Each school/town will receive a CD-ROM of vernal 
pool data, including reports, data sheets, and photos taken 
during this study.   

Vernal Pool Workshop  

Junior Great Books Program  
The course has been developed by the Health Education Assess-
ment Project (HEAP) for member states in the State Collabora-
tive on Assessment and Student Standards (SCASS).  

The purpose of this professional development distance-learning 
course is to support teacher training in standards-based health 
education and assessment.  

Performance assessment offers educators a way to measure stu-
dents’ knowledge and skills related to instruction in the class-
room. Innovations in assessment move beyond standardized 
multiple-choice testing to performance-based evaluations. In the 
field of health education, performance assessment shifts the em-
phasis from knowing health facts to developing health skills, thus 
providing a more complete and authentic picture of student 
achievement.  

By participating in this online course, educators will: 

• Review how their state’s framework for health education 
aligns with the National Education Standards.  

• Gain an understanding of the components of good assessment. 
• Examine the purpose of grades and assessment. 
• Learn about HEAP and HEAP’s resources.  

This course will begin in early January. NH Health educators 
who may interested in participating in the online course should 
contact Lori Langlois at 466-5437 or lori@ncedservices.org. 

Health Education Assessment 
Project Online Course 


