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Professional Development Center News

Response to
Intervention

Did you know students are
required to create digital
portfolios by the end of 8th
grade?

All of the NH School Minimum Standards
were updated and became effective in July
2005. The Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) Literacy Standards are
contained within the School Minimum Stan-
dards. As part of these ICT Standards,
schools must provide opportunities for stu-
dents to demonstrate ICT competency by
the end of 8th grade using assessment ru-
brics applied to the contents of a digital
portfolio. Students must create digital port-
folios which address the following compo-
nents:

|. Basic operations and concepts

2. Social, ethical, and human issues

3. Technology productivity tools

4. Technology communications tools

5. Technology research tools

6. Technology problem solving and decision-
making tools

The portfolios must also represent profi-
cient, ethical, responsible use of 2|st cen-
tury tools within the context of the core
subjects and include, at a minimum, such
digital artifacts as: |. Standardized tests; 2.
Observation; 3. Student work and; 4. Com-
ments describing a student’s reflection on
his/her work.

Proactive teachers looking for professional
development to improve their technology
skills may want to consider enrolling in
NCES’ upcoming course, Essential Tech-
nology Skills for the 2Ist Century Class-
room: Tools for Meeting the ICT Literacy
Standards. The course begins in January.
You can learn more about the ICT Literacy
Standards by visiting:
nheon.org/oet/standards/ICTLiteracy.htm

i.4.See Technical Assistance

Having difficulty with submitting BOY
and EOY files? NCES can help. Contact
Paula Churchill at 466-5437 or
paula@ncedservices.org about contract-
ing through NCES for onsite technical
assistance on filtering information from
your student management systems for
SASID data submission.

North Country CIA

The NH School Administrator Associa-
tion has created five regional Curricu-
lum, Instruction & Assessment (CIA)
groups. The North Country CIA meet-
ings are held in Whitefield. Curriculum,
assessment and instructional decision
makers interested in participating should
contact Dr. Dean Cascadden at dcascad-
den@sau3é.org.

(L-R) Profile Asst. Principal Mike Kelly, SAU
68 Supt. Michael Cosgriff, SAU 36 Dir. of
Curr. & Instruction Elise Thomas, Co-
Director NCES PD Center Lori Langlois,
SAU 36 Supt. Dr. Dean Cascadden, and
(front) SAU 36 Dir. of Special Services Marie
Fay at a recent North Country Curriculum,
Instruction and Assessment meeting.

Lori Langlois, M.Ed.
Matt Treamer, M.Ed.
Co-Directors, NCES PD Center
lori@ncedservices.org
matt@ncedservices.org

Supporting Students and
Teachers Using Early Interven-
tion for Struggling Students

A new buzz word is slowly infiltrating edu-
cational settings—RTl—no, not Radical
Testing Initiative, but Response to Inter-
vention. It is a model for implementing
research-based instruction, monitoring
progress, and making decisions based on a
child’s response to the intervention. If this
sounds familiar, it is the former Pre-
referral Intervention Process, which origi-
nated with PL94-142 in 1975. Since that
time schools have implemented this model
with widely differing levels of commitment.
Struggling students frequently experience
inconsistent application of interventions
without measurement of results, vague
outlines for procedural steps prior to re-
ferral for special education evaluation, and
inconsistency regarding lapsed time. A
child might be “monitored” for one month
or two Yyears, or be retained, before a
decision was made to refer for evaluation,
depending on many variables and the pol-
icy within a school.

In IDEA 2004, the President’'s Commission
on Excellence in Special Education has
developed a new policy stating, “that the
LEA shall not be required to take into
consideration whether the child has a se-
vere discrepancy between achievement
and intellectual ability,” a practice that has
served to deny children eligibility for spe-
cial education, based on a rigid use of sta-
tistical significance. The Commission fur-
ther stated, “In determining whether a
child has a specific learning disability, a
local educational agency may use a process
which determines if a child responds to
scientific, research-based intervention.”

RTI is based on a three-tier model. Tier
One involves screening academic perform-
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Vernal Pool Workshop

Facilitated by: Elise Lawson & John Severance
Date/Time: November |6th from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Cost: Free

Registration: Contact NCES to register.

Watershed to Wildlife, Inc. is completing a four year study of
vernal pools along the Connecticut River floodplain in the
towns of Haverhill, Bath, Monroe, Littleton, Dalton, Lancaster,
Northumberland, Stratford, Columbia, Colebrook,
Stewartstown, Clarksville, & Pittsburg. They have partnered
with North Country Council and were funded by a “I5 Mile
Falls Mitigation and Enhancement” grant. As part of the grant,
Watershed to Wildlife is holding a workshop for interested
teachers. The workshop will be followed-up by a ‘hands-on’
session in a nearby vernal pool for each interested school in
the spring of 2006. It is hoped that the schools continue to
monitor these vernal pools into the future as part of their
curriculum. Each school/town will receive a CD-ROM of vernal
pool data, including reports, data sheets, and photos taken
during this study.

Health Education Assessment
Project Online Course

The course has been developed by the Health Education Assess-
ment Project (HEAP) for member states in the State Collabora-
tive on Assessment and Student Standards (SCASS).

The purpose of this professional development distance-learning
course is to support teacher training in standards-based health
education and assessment.

Performance assessment offers educators a way to measure stu-
dents’ knowledge and skills related to instruction in the class-
room. Innovations in assessment move beyond standardized
multiple-choice testing to performance-based evaluations. In the
field of health education, performance assessment shifts the em-
phasis from knowing health facts to developing health skills, thus
providing a more complete and authentic picture of student
achievement.

By participating in this online course, educators will:

e Review how their state’s framework for health education
aligns with the National Education Standards.

e Gain an understanding of the components of good assessment.

e Examine the purpose of grades and assessment.

e Learn about HEAP and HEAP’s resources.

This course will begin in early January. NH Health educators
who may interested in participating in the online course should
contact Lori Langlois at 466-5437 or lori@ncedservices.org.

Tech Tools for Schools

Facilitated by: George Wiley of Single Source Group
Date/Time: November 7th from 12:45pm to 3:30pm
Lunch: Provided from 12:00 to 12:45

Several new educational product lines will be introduced and
demonstrated in this FREE session, including:

e Z-Band: Distribution of broadband video over IBDN
4800LX cabling. This System is capable of simultaneously
delivering high-speed data, IP telephony and multi-channel
broadcast quality video

e GTCG CalComp Electronic whiteboards, blue tooth
wireless products, and Student Respond wireless
transmitters

e Cisco and Mitel Networking Equipment

e New Tandberg Videoconferencing Products

Applying for E-Rate

Facilitated by: Jill Norton of E-Rate Strategies
Date/Time: November 7th, 2005 from 9:00 to 12:00
Cost: Members $15, Associates $20, Non-Members $25

The session will cover tips and all you need to know for
applying for E-Rate.

Junior Great Books Program

Interpretive reading, writing,
and discussion for Grades K-12

Instructor: Great Books Foundation Trainer
Date/Time: November 15 & 16 from 9:00 to 3:00
Cost: Members $200, Associates $225, Non-members $250

Course description: The Junior Great Books program com-
bines outstanding literature with thought-provoking interpretive
activities and discussions to help students develop the skills
essential to all learning: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

The program's interpretive activities, which include prereading
questions, notetaking, textual analysis, and writing projects,
enable students to build steadily on their own ideas about a
story. Shared inquiry discussion provides a forum for the ex-
change of these ideas, and students use evidence from the text
to develop and refine their interpretations. The process turns
reading into a search for meaning that challenges students to
uncover the deeper meanings in a text. All students—from kin-
dergarten through high school, of all skill levels—can become
better readers and thinkers with Junior Great Books.

Registration is required for all events by call 466-5437 or 800-268-5437 or emailing becky@ncedservices.org.
All events are held at the NCES Professional Development Center, Gorham, NH unless otherwise noted.




