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L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
Fourth Annual North 
Country Middle School 
Film Festival, held at the 
Rialto Theatre on Saturday 
morning, meant a fun time 
for all people who attended.  

Students, family mem-
bers, and school staff 
packed the theatre.  The 
crowd saw most of the 31 
two-minute films that were 
created by students from 
across the region.  A total 
of 124 students and nine 
schools participated in the 
festival.

Ten awards were hand-
ed out after the films were 
shown.  Lafayette Regional 
School teams won four of 
the awards, including Best 
Picture.  The big award 
went to a film entitled, 
“Cannon Mountain:  The 
Living Legend.”

North Country Educa-
tion Services sponsors the 
festival.  This year’s theme 
was “Celebrate What’s 
Right.”  NCES Executive 
Director Lori Langlois said 
the idea offered a chance 
for kids to focus on the pos-
itive aspects of living in the 
North Country.  The work 
of creating the films, Lan-
glois informed students, 
can “empower you to shape 
your own destiny with your 
own skills.”

Students from Pittsburg 
to Lafayette participated in 
this year’s festival.  They 
created films that ranged 
from celebrating student 
individualism to the work 
of government agencies.  
Several local organizations 
had films made about them.  
These included Littleton 

Regional Healthcare, Com-
panion Pet Care, and Lafay-
ette Lions.

Team plaques, as well as 
personal Oscar statues for 
each team member, were 
not the only signs of victory 
for schools.  For each of the 
ten awards, schools were 
given a $200 check.

A team from Monroe 
Consolidated School won 
the award for Most Fo-
cused Message.  Their film 
was entitled, “All About 
Boards,” which showed 
what school boards do.  Jef-
ferson Elementary’s work 
that celebrated individual-
ity won Most Creative film.

In addition to winning 
Best Picture, Lafayette 
Elementary School won 
awards for Best Props, Set 
Design and Setting” for a 
film about the Frost Place.  
As students in the film 
showed scenes and pictures 
from the house and Frost 
himself, they recited “The 
Road Not Taken,” one of 
Frost’s most famous poems.

Best Technical Merit 
went to the Lafayette team 
that filmed the story of the 
Franconia Police Depart-
ment.  The LRH film won 
Lafayette the award for 
Best Promotional Piece.

Other award winners 
included Berlin Middle 
School’s film, “Dog Sled-
ding in the North Country.”  
That canine adventure 
won the Most Informative 
award.  Lisbon Regional 
School’s team, which did a 
film about Harry Chandler, 
won in the Best Perfor-
mance category.  

Best Cinematography 
went to the Milan Village 
School group.  Their short 
film was entitled “Living 

in the North Country.”  
The film focused on winter 
events, such as broomball, 
skiing, sledding, and skat-
ing.

The new library in Beth-
lehem was featured in the 
film awarded Best Docu-
mentary.  The Bethlehem 
Elementary team used 
the film to present histori-
cal information about the 
town’s previous libraries, 
as well as new pictures of 
the current library, which 
sits on the grounds of the 
former Maplehurst Hotel.

After the award cere-
mony, Lafayette Principal 
Gordon Johnk was ecstatic 
about his students’ great 
finish.  “The hard work 
paid off,” Johnk said.  He 
was pleased NCES sponsors 
the annual event, which 
shines a light on “the ex-
cellent and the hard work 

of the kids.”  Johnk added 
the students are “growing 
every year” in their cre-
ativity and drive to make 

wonderful films.
Langlois said next year’s 

festival will continue with 
the “Celebrate What’s 

Right” concept.  “This is 
really fun and exciting for 
us,” she said.
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On Saturday at the Rialto in Lancaster, Zoe Liva accepted the Best 
Picture award on behalf of her Lafayette Regional School team.  The 
team, which also included Garrette Ledoux and Thomas Williamson, 
won the biggest award of the day for “Cannon Mountain:  The Living 
Legend.”
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The Oscars were lined up near the stage at the Rialto in Lancaster 
on Saturday morning.  The awards were presented to team members 
who created short films as part of the North Country Middle School 
Film Festival.
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Four different Lafayette teams accepted awards at Saturday’s North 
Country Middle School Film Festival, held at the Rialto in Lancaster.  In 
the Best Technical Merit category, a trio won for their film, “How the 
Franconia Police Department Does What’s Right.”  The team members 
were Sophia Gargano, Connor Hamilton, and Thaddeus Marks.
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Eight of ten members of the Milan Village School team accepted the award for Best Cinematography during the Rialto’s North Country 
Middle School Film Festival.  The film, which focused on winter sports, was called “Living in the North Country.”  Team members were Jacob 
Gleason, Sydney Hawkins, Jared Johnson, Jalen Lacasse, Garret Lang, Serenity McLain, Bianca Price, Amira Robertson, Paul Salek, and 
Natalie Williams.

Lafayette wins four of ten film festival awards

Smarter Balanced Field 
Test Now In Session

WHITEFIELD— Begin-
ning March 25, schools in 
the White Mountains Re-
gional School District will 
participate in the Smart-
er Balanced Field Test, a 
practice run of assessments 
for grades 3–8 and 11 in 
English and mathematics. 
The Smarter Balanced as-
sessments are a key part of 
implementing the Common 
Core State Standards and 
preparing all students for 
success in college and ca-
reers.  

 Approximately 180 stu-
dents in three schools in 
White Mountains Regional 
School District are expect-
ed to participate in this 
practice run.  The three 
schools include: Jefferson 
Elementary School (Grades 
4 and 5), Lancaster Elemen-
tary School (Grade 7), and 
White Mountains Regional 
High School (Grade 11).  Af-
ter volunteering all of our 

schools for the Field Test, 
these three schools were se-
lected by Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium to 
be part of their representa-
tive sample of schools from 
across the country. 

 The Smarter Balanced 
Assessment System will 
replace existing state as-
sessments in English lan-
guage arts/literacy and 
mathematics, providing an 
academic checkup by mea-
suring students’ real-world 
skills such as critical think-
ing and problem solving. 
In addition, they will pro-
vide information during 
the year to give teachers 
and parents a better pic-
ture of where students are 
succeeding and where they 
need help. This Field Test 
will help ensure the assess-
ments are accurate and fair 
for all students. The Field 
Test also will provide teach-
ers and schools a chance to 

practice test administra-
tion procedures in advance 
of the first operational as-
sessments in spring 2015.  

As a Smarter Balanced 
member state, New Hamp-
shire plays a key role in 
the development of these 
next-generation assess-
ments aligned to the Com-
mon Core State Standards. 
Over the past two years, the 
Consortium has worked 
with K-12 teachers and 
higher education faculty 
from across member states 
to develop, review, and 
test approximately 21,000 
assessment questions and 
performance tasks and to 
build a digital library of in-
structional and profession-
al development resources 
for teachers.  

The Field Test includes 
questions with the same 
features that students will 
experience in the 2014- 15 
school-year, when the first 
assessments become opera-
tional, including accessibil-
ity tools for all students and 
accommodations—such as 
Braille—for those who need 
them. The work of Smarter 
Balanced is guided by the 
belief that a high-quality 
assessment system can pro-
vide information and tools 
for teachers and schools to 
improve instruction and 
help all students succeed—
regardless of disability, 
language, or background. 
Additional information is 
available on the Smarter 
Balanced website: http://
www.smarterbalanced.org.  

The Field Test’ will be 
administered by schools 
over multiple days. This is 
a practice run, so student 
results will not be count-
ed and student grades will 
not be affected.  If you have 
questions, please contact 
your building principal or 
Assistant Superintendent, 
Dr. Melissa Keenan, at 837-
9363. 
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